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 Article at Khan Academy 

 In this 1636 etching, Self-Portrait with Saskia, both Rembrandt and his 
wife are shown wearing historical clothing (dressing up in costume) 

 One of roughly 75 self-portraits 
 Also – an example of a marriage portrait 
 Only etching of the two of them together (married for 13 years until her untimely 

death at the age of 30) – met while he worked for her cousin, an art dealer show 
had a workshop in Amsterdam 

 More inventive than traditional marriage portrait: He is presented as an artist at 
work 

 104 x 95 cm 
 Etching process: 

o Etching is a printmaking process in which a metal plate (usually copper) is coated with a 
waxy, acid-resistant material. The artist draws through this ground with an etching needle 
to expose the metal. The plate is then dipped in acid, which “bites” into the exposed metal 
leaving behind lines in the plate. By controlling the amount of time the acid stays on the 
plate, the artist can make shallow, fine lines or deep, heavy ones.  After the coating is 
removed, the plate is inked then put through a high-pressure printing press together with 
a sheet of paper to make the print. Typically, an artist can produce about 100 excellent 
impressions from a single plate. 

o Rembrandt is regarded as the greatest practitioner of etching in the 
history of art and the first to popularize this technique as a major 
form of artistic expression 

o 300 etchings to his name 

o different/innovations: 
 soft ground (most used a hard ground) – allowing him to draw 

on the plate itself 

 degree or depth variations 
 multiple states of a single etching – could improve and extend the 

power of a single etching 
 
 



 


